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(prostration), and takes a few of the above fruits, and a
little of all the other articles, with all the green bungreeans,
puts4:hem on a large platter, covers them over with a Aroos-
soom> (red or saffron-coloured) handkerchief, and takes them
to the bank of some river or tank, &c.; and there deposits
them as the share of the fairies. After which she distri-
butes, by way of a sacred relic, a little of every thing to all
present, and walks off home with the remainder, together
with the suit of clothes.

The fairy-woman's nahown is as follows. They take
seven new earthen pots, fill them with the water of seven or
nine wells, put into them a few of the leaves of seven or
nine species of trees, and having spread a red (Jcoossoom)
coloured handkerchief over each, set them aside. They
then seat the woman beset with the fairy on a stool, and
while four women hold a koossoom-coloured handkerchief by
way of a canopy over the patients head, the fairy-woman
with her own hands pours the water contained in the pots
through the canopy on her; she also divides the limes as
before described, p. 383.

That  done,  she  takes  her   to the brink of some tank,
river, Sec., and there bathes her.     During the performance
of this ceremony some one  of the  fairies descends on the
fairy-woman, who, becoming in consequence beset by her,
commences swinging in   a   standing  position;  and,  while
women,  in rapid  succession flli smaller earthen pots with
water out of the larger ones and hand to her, she pouring
it on the affected individual, calls out to herself, " Catch
<tf hold of the polluted shadow that is  upon her, bind it,
" and banish it to Mount Qaf *, and imprison it there an<J
*.c burn it to ashes.""    At such a critical juncture, should

* Mount Qaf.    A fabulous mountain.    Vide Glossary.